
SHOR TLY beforl' midnight on 
Decr:mber 30, 1'iiR, ;t lrei;'ht 
plane took nfl from Wellin~tnn , 
N~ .,. Zealand. fnr a 1 e~ular 
newspaper d elivery r 11n to 
Christc: burch. The pil ot an d en­
pilot had un u~ua l nmp;my - a 
team from }oral TV ~ t ation. 
The last ti me t he p lanP- had 
floWl'l t hl~ routt'. the new had 
8potted brilliant li~ht~ that 
'eemed to fo llow thc1r flight 
path, ~omet tm cs h o v t' r i n ~ 
motionles and the n ~p<'cding 
furiou ly, omt' time r eflec t ing 
off the ~e or illuminating r he 
1 nd lik f'e archl ights. T he T V 
rea.m hoped to capture the P un­
idtntified tlyin~ objects on fil m. 

bout 25 m inurt•, nu l nf 
Wellin ton, th~ l ight appearrci, 
brilliant.ly Ji hti ng the skv. ,\t 

o: the m~ timf' , radar ~crrcn ' ~t 
d Wellington rt>cor dNi mv.st<"riou~ 
~ hlips, 1\ , t hnuch ~omE'thin"' w .1o; 

i! flnng in tandem with 1 h<' pl:tnf'. 
Th TV film o;how t>ci l;~t('r t h;u 
the othf!r li~ht ourcrc; in 1 he 
ni1ht l.; • - c itv r l"nt-ctinnc;, 
ri 1n• tar -,.er,. fM lE'"" 

Cll hr"gbt than the oh.kc:tc; whic h 
the radar orerators dcc;crihed 
a •wt'ird.'' 

On the ret urn iourntv. Jtroun ci 
control confirml'd t hat· 1 hf' hril · 
liant lights and t ht> mntcr~· hlip~ 

·ere a t the 6ame height ann 
Rn le. T he p henomenon now 
Vl\ried fro m bright while t o ciun 
fl r an~t. 1is:ht a nd it~ Nranc p.ll h 
t~till 5temerl t n follow t hP. pl.uH• . 
Cameram-.n n \·in Crod.rtt 
thou~ht h~> 111w ":~ hri,::htlv l•t 
h ottom 11 nrf a ~ort nf t ranc;p;~t r nt 
tor •• '\\ lthin thP lt$:hts. 

01'1 t he J:rnund , rr c; f"Arrh,. n 
Jonkf'ri fnr ntinnal t xrl<~n<'tlnll' 
- ·.1 oa nC'Ci f! fi htt1$: ·hn t c;' li d11 " • 
~tcrl" t 111 1r C'l l\ft, "ii IHingc; nf .l 11111· 
t r or Vtntl ~hmrtron, nt\' lt~ht ,. 
o imply • 0<\ '{ . , 'ntH' ~ r t'lllf'O 

n ahlt. The hJ:}lt'i ~nnH'· 
t imt.t rem lned still (unlike 

' 
tnrl or ~ ) ~ n mrt i 1 f" ftPJ'l£'ilrerl 
n \·rt t h,. " ~ f unli .,. r ity ltghrc;. 1. 

Thr ti<.hll1;: flf'l't w;H l i'O mil<' 
~nnth· PtJ<.f of Chri~tchurch, we ll 
off t H' plrln e 'c; route . Tht> Am~r i · 
C"illl llliH!.t?lllP lntf'rniltinnal ll FO 
Rrpnrtrr rt>Vl<'WC'ci thf" c\'idcncf' 
nncl dcrlilr<'d it ":~ photograph ic 
r<'cnrd of a truly mysterious 
e\'C'nt.'' 

The \\'PIIinttton FO mil:!ht 
h~ ·e remained ~ mystery, hut 
for an in triguing encounter 
hctwcen p ychologjst-; anrl 
phy~icist , which hac; now pro­
d urcd 1 he ftr t wor ka h lt> J:Cnera l 
explanation of l 1 FO~ . Th" 
my ·tery lightc; in ~cw Zealand, 
ran hP t>xplained. not ac; 
\ ' l'iltnr frnm outer ~alaxie-;, hut 
a c; produ c t~ of a my:teriou~ pro· 
crc;c; on ranh which phyc;ici<;t, 
art> iu t h<'~innin& to ob~crve 
anrl unckr t and. 

r ·yrholo iq" li t Llllrtntian 
t:ni\'C'I c;itY in lillli!Oa who wN~ 
:;tudying 'odd ;~nd unprcdictahl . 
phcnnnH'na began !'; at chin" 
fnr link-; hPt\ ·ccn c;uch f>V<'nl . 
Their computer sturli<'-. shm,cd 
:\ c;tatistic:ally si~niticant cnrre· 
l.ttlon bet weE-n u1idl"ntiticrl 
flvin;:: oh .iNtc; and minor carth­
Clll 1-;cc; . In thf'ir hunt for an 

xpl ,matinn. the pc;ychnlogist c; 
< nntactcd the t ·~ Bure-au o( 
• linC'c; in D<'nn•r, Colorado, 
"hen• Dr Rrian Brady wa-. 
stud ~· ing undcr~round rock· 
htrr re; . IJI'! had c;imult~trd in the 
l<'hnrC~tnr · the strain~ thilt br~ak 
rnr k ap:trt . 

\\'hen quart7.· hcMin~: rock 
h1 n " 11r. hP nniH rri hallc; nf 
Ji ·!lll - "hnr f . )n·('d, hut il ltltCn t; f' 

a lihhtn in ':,. 'Jlw 111111111"'< rn< 
f 1 n 111 a . 111 "J,. er ,,, 1.. 11 n d (' r ~ 

lahnr ;Hor\' r!fr~o;s \\ntdcl I""' nnh· 
f nr m inn C'< on do;, h111 tn that 
timP Jt mi~ht "'' cak awil\' , ho\Pt' 

Anrl t hrn mo\'P ~en in f~llm\ 111g 

t he ent'r~· ~ource in the roe ·. 

hrr.ak. \\'hat Rradv wa~ ' arch­
in~ (nuld hl\\'e been tin: UFO<. 

Jt io; wnrl.:, c;till unpuhlic;h ci, 
~hn c; how 1 h li~ht i pro­
elm crl. \\' h~1 r. rock crack~;, "i t 
h .ls to pr<'p.trP itc;elf,'' hf> ay . 
Law of thermodynamic< ;ne 

11 pC'ndcd. Matter implorlc , 
in · tcaci nl explodin , nd 
<'nough encr~· forms to di~~olv 
1 he u<ual honds between ion ~ 
and cle. trono;. The implo•don 
for me; hole in the rock, f ol· 
lowed hy hocks and c;traim and 
il growin!! r .. iJure alon~ a fault 
hne. The minor \'er ion j.; a 
rrackin~ fragmen of quart:7.­
hut the full-scale ·er ion is an 
t>arthquakc. accompanied by 
what the Chine<;e already call 
'' E'<lrthfluake lighrc; •• 

r.radY hac; <;howen that 'if'l«mic 
activity cnn indeed produce the 
enNg;; for my t cry lightc;. 

lll' po ints out that rack ~ ln 
rock l1kc quartz-who.e true · 

f ' lyin& alon& t he fa ult l in t 

tu rf' ; , not pe1ff'ctly ~·.mn <' r"i r . l 
-can p rod\H ~ n l"lt-ctrom , · 
n~tic ti"'ld ;~rntmd thP INtt o n< 
<1nd ionc;, "a ki1'rl oi mas;:tif't 1<: 
bottle which gi'.'P ~h. pc tn !h 
lil:ht.'' Rock hecomrc; inn isC'd l il.:o 
the air d uring a t huncl r .c;rnrn . 
so that <'I ctricitY r . n t r.t\ l'l 
t hroug h what i~ u ually il h. nit r . 
And ener~y in it< .. hot tic '' can 
m ove and even grow, a long ;t 
there i< a ource. lik~> the ~prcad­
]ng fr cture. along the gre.tt 
fault-lines of t he <'arth. The 
re. ultan t light-h,dl c: n pin ac; it 
mon~ , which might ne ount for 
1 hP c hilrac t~ t i tic rlnmt>- h. pe 
;thnve and he low th• l1 FO which 
led to,. t he n amo "flying 
~ducer 

The t ht-ory i ~ pbu ihl~ . ?tnrl 
it 1 mort> t h.n on_iccturc: 
phy tn ,, havp r,an tht> light 
au~erl by rockhreak 'i , an rl t ht>\' 

know th. t f'lcc t rnma~nellC fiC'Idc; 
<in for m on the "urface of earth· 
quak~ arC'a'i. .'pectaculu l 'I · 0 
. il:!hting. are repnrtt•d from <'<~11 · 
fornia, which ic; spli t by the an 
.A ndreao; Fault. 

Rrady looked ag.tin at th 't', • 

'leal.tnd ~ighung ·, ju 1 to ~~c ii 
hi-; t hcnt.'' wnulrl cxpla1n 1 hem. 
HP laid gcnlngic, l m.lp alnn · 
ilde the tlightptth of the fr(ight 
plane. and reahc;cn that the pl.1nt> 
had heen fh·in).! parallel tn one 
nf tht> earth's J!lf'at f.111lt line.; , 
the Alpine Fault. If t FOs 1 rail· 
11re product<; nf rockhrc. kc; 1n 
the earth, the fl~t:h r path would 
b f' a n 1 n c <tl p I <~ l c t o v 1 e \\' t h c-m . 

'nt e verybody t<; hap1w wllh 
Rradv' t hl'nr \' , S111re h1" irff',t 
he arllP. P•lhiir, h ha<> h.Hf 
Jif'\'era !, furinu~ p h~.n ~ c ,, 11 ~. " 11 
<1'('111 • hP <;,1\' , I h.ll proplC' 
iuo;t don't w<~nt 011 tn ti'lhl' '~" ·"· 
ihtt ChriO(P th,\1 ' thf'tf' ' <; <.on(' fl1~ 
Daddy out thct e 111 the h.' ' 

Michael Pye 


